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RECORD OF JARJIS [GEORGIUS] AND HIS MIRACLES.

Some of the chief historians narrate that Jarjis had been
a disciple of the apostles. Certain pupils of theirs have
recorded that he dwelt in Syria, in the town of Filisteen,
and that he had property, to calculate the extent whereof
exceeds the powers of imagination. A number of Christians,
who were his adherents, concealed their religion on
account of the predominance of infidels in that country.
At that time a powerful and wicked king was reigning in
Mousul, to whom also the inhabitants of Syria were sub-
ject. He possessed an idol called Aflun [Apollo ?], to the
worship of which he invited the people, and everyone
refusing to comply was grievously tormented. On that
occasion Jarjis conceived the idea of taking some exquisite
presents to the King of Mousul, in order to remain safe to
the end of his life from the rapacious attempts of powerful
individuals to get hold of his possessions. Accordingly be
collected some choice gifts and departed to Mousul, where
he arrived just at the time when the king was sitting in
the assembly of his grandees, in front of an enormous
bonfire, inviting the people to worship Aflun, pardoning
everyone who complied, and throwing all into the fire who
refused. When Jarjis saw what was going on, he said to
himself: ' It is impossible for me to remain silent in such a
case, and to approach this wicked man is illicit, according
to the principles of religion and probity.' Accordingly
he departed from the assembly, but exclaimed in a loud
voice: <0 king! hear the words of truth, and calm thy
wrath, that thou mayest acknowledge me as thy faithful
adviser, and act according to my admonitions/ Ho also
said: ' 0 king! thou art a servant, and hast an Omnipotent
Nourisher, who created heaven and earth, with whatever in
between them. He has called thee and all created beings
from the concealment of non-existence into the plain of
being, and has assigned thee thy daily bread. But thou
hast deflected from the straight path, and believest a
carved stone, which has no power whatever to be God,